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The scene is a QApple Store, around 2050.  An 
elderly customer enters the store and looks 
around uncertainly. A young salesman 
approaches him. 
 
Salesman Can I help you, Sir? 
Customer Eh... yes... (hesitates) … I… eh… am 
looking for a personal quantum computer. 
S Certainly, Sir. PQC's are our main business. 
We have the qMac 6 or the A-wave 10. 
C (looking puzzled) Eh… what are the 
differences? 
S The qMac 6 is QApple's latest model PQC. It 
runs the turbo-Shor algorithm which decrypts 
any RSA code in less than nanoseconds. It also 
predicts the weather for the next forty-two 
days with 100% accuracy. 
C Forty-two days? 
S And increasing, Sir. By at least two days with 
every new version of the weather app. 
C (unsurely) Aha. (Pause) And the other one 
you mentioned, the... eh... 
S The A-wave 10? Well, that's a bit of a story. 
We at QApple took over a small quantum 
computer company many years ago. The 
machines they fabricated were vastly inferior 
to our MacBook Pro, but we did see some 
potential in them. We exchanged their chips 
for QApple ones, did ultraslim restyling and 
gave the computer a new name. The A-wave is 
now a fabulous PQC, Sir. Version 10 comes 
both in touchscreen and eyeblink. 
C Eyeblink? 
S (patiently) You operate it by blinking with 
your eyes. 
C I see. (He stands for a moment deep in 
thoughts) I think I would prefer touchscreen. 
S The A-wave 10 is a great special purpose 
machine. It can for example predict in which 
wonderful shape the proteins in your cells are 
most likely to fold. (The customer looks at him, 
dumbfounded) Are you taking any medicine, 
by any chance, Sir? 
C (taken aback) Eh… well…  
S (without taking any notice) Based on protein 
shapes this computer calculates the optimal 
way for you to take your monthly dose. It tells 
you whether to for example take your pills  

 
 
 
 
one per day or drink the whole lot in one go 
and then wait for a month.  
C Ah. (Quietly, after a pause) Well, actually, 
what I wanted to ask is... Can I play Pac-Man 
on a quantum computer? 
S Excuse me, Sir? 
C (clears his throat) Can I play Pac-Man on this 
computer? 
S (after the slightest hesitation) Sure, you can 
play quantum Pac-Man on any of our 
computers. 
C (eagerly) How much faster is he? On a 
quantum computer?  
S Well, since quantum Pac-Man is able to take 
several routes simultaneously and interfere 
with himself, he is exponentially faster. 
C (intently) Really? And how about the ghosts? 
How much faster is the enemy? 
S I am not sure, Sir, but… (conspiratorially) I 
heard that they are only √t faster.  
(The customer’s face lights up).  
S I recommend our quantum tablet, Sir. (He 
takes a box out of a cupboard) This is the qPad 
13. An excellent choice for quantum gaming. 
All you need to do is download quantum Pac-
Man via qTunes. 
C (nods and smiles) Finally…  
(He leans forward towards the salesman and 
shakes his fist)  
I’ll beat them.  
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